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System Overview



Synthesis

ÅIt allows the description of data and knowledge related to cultural artefacts 
in a structured wayand in accordance to international standards

ÅWhy is this important?

ÅIf facilitates data integration, data reuse, and data exchange (interoperability)

ÅIt facilitates advanced data exploration
ÅάDƛǾŜ ƳŜ source passages that talk about icondonationsfrom Russiato 

monasteriesin Meteoraέ

Åά{Ƙƻǿ ƳŜ ǘƘŜ routesof objects transferredto Mount Athosbefore the16th

centuryέ
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https://isl.ics.forth.gr/synthesis_ricontrans/

https://isl.ics.forth.gr/synthesis_ricontrans/
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Documentation 
Entities 

Account settings
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Account 
settings
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Change 
password
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Documentation of objects 
and object transfers
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Documentation of 
sources
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Documentation of source 
passages and research 

comments/findings
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Documentation of 
other related entities 

and bibliography
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Digital files and information texts for 
publication/presentation (e.g., at a website)
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¢ŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ όŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎŀǊŘǎέύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ
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¢ŀōƭŜ ŎƻƴǘŀƛƴƛƴƎ ŀƭƭ ǊŜŎƻǊŘǎ όŀƭǎƻ ŎŀƭƭŜŘ άŎŀǊŘǎέύ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ ǎŜƭŜŎǘŜŘ Ŝƴǘƛǘȅ

Pagination
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Show more records in the same page
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Select a specific record
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Deselect any selected record(s)

June 2020 Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTH 19



Filter the records shown to the table

June 2020 Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTH 20



Edit the selected record
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¢ƘŜ άŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŘέ 
of the selected record
(more later)
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View the selected record
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¢ƘŜ άŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŘέ 
of the selected record
(more later)
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Create a new record for entity documentation (more about this later)
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Indicate the completion of the 
documentation of the selected record(s)
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Export/ import the selected record(s)
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Create a version of the currentstate 
of the selected record

June 2020 Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTH 28



View stored versions of 
the selected record
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Delete the selected record(s)
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Create a copy of the selected record(s)

June 2020 Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTH 31



June 2020 Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTH 32

Give edit rights for the selected record(s) 
to another user



Search considering the 
contents of the records
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Results page for query 
άмтǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅέ

This object has creation/production date άƭŀǘŜ мтǘƘ ŎŜƴǘǳǊȅέ
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Show only my record(s)
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{Ƙƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎΩ ǊŜŎƻǊŘόǎύ
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{Ƙƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ άǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘέ 
record(s)
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{Ƙƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ άǳƴǇǳōƭƛǎƘŜŘέ ǊŜŎƻǊŘόǎύ
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{Ƙƻǿ ƻƴƭȅ άǇŜƴŘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ 
ǇǳōƭƛǎƘƛƴƎέ ǊŜŎƻǊŘόǎύ
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Show all records (default option)
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Advanced search (considering 
the contents of the records)
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Advanced search 
(considering the contents of the records)
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Advanced search - Example
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Advanced search - Example
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Creation of new entity records
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Creation of new entity records

Å2 types of entities
ÅPrimary: only the creator of an entity record can edit it
ÅHowever, the creator can provide right access to other users

ÅSecondary: everyone can edit an entity record

×Primary entities ×Secondary entities
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Creation of a new record for a primaryentity

Click here
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Creation of a new record for a primaryentity

Give a short (but descriptive) name
ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ άCƛƴƛǎƘέ
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Creation of a new record for a primaryentity
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Creation of a new record for a primaryentity

The new record appears in the table of records 



Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTHJune 2020 51

Creation of a new record for a primaryentity

Now we can select it, click edit and start documenting the object.
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Creation of a new record for a primaryentity

¢ƘŜ άŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘŀǘƛƻƴ ŎŀǊŘέ 
of the selected record

You can now start 
ŘƻŎǳƳŜƴǘƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΧ 
(more below)
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Creation of a new record for a secondaryentity

Click here
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Creation of a new record for a secondaryentity

You can start documenting 
ǘƘŜ ŜƴǘƛǘȅΧ
(more below)
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Creation of a new record for a secondaryentity

²ƘŜƴ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ŘƻƴŜΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ ƻƴ ά{ŀǾŜέ 
and close the window.  
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Creation of a new record for a secondaryentity

Refresh and the newly created 
record will appear in the table 



Entity Card Editor

June 2020 Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTH 57



June 2020 Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTH 58

Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Hierarchical (tree-like) structure!
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Object

Object 
Identity

Detailed Object 
Documentation 

References Card Identity

RICONTRANS 
Project Code 

Number

Other Code 
/ Identifier

Originator of 
Reference

Χ

Value Category

Hierarchical (tree-like) structure!
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Save the 
current status 
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Open the card 
ƛƴ άǾƛŜǿέ ƳƻŘŜ
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Show/hide 
associations 
with other 

system entities
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Validate card 
structure 

(for identification 
of problems)
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

{Ƙƻǿ άaŀǇέ ŀƴŘ 
navigate in the 
tree structure



June 2020 Synthesis / Centre for Cultural Informatics (CCI) ςInformation Systems Laboratory ςICS-FORTH 65

Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Expand 
(one level)
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Collapse 
(one level)
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Expand 
(all)
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Collapse 
(all)
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Show 
examples of 
allowed time 
expressions
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (1) Free text (unformatted)
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (1) Free text (formatted)
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (2) Time span

Check examples of accepted 
time expressions 
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (3) Vocabulary term

You can either choose from the list or 
create a new vocabulary term
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (3) Vocabulary term

Choose from the list
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (3) Vocabulary term

Create a new vocabulary term

1. First give a name and 
ŎƭƛŎƪ ΨƻƪΩ ƻƴ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ 

2. Select the newly added term 
ŦǊƻƳ ǘƘŜ ƭƛǎǘ ŀƴŘ ŎƭƛŎƪ ΨƻƪΩ
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (4) Link to other entity

You can either choose from the list or 
create a new entity
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (4) Link to other entity

Choose from the list
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (4) Link to other entity

Choose from the list
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (4) Link to other entity

You can view the entity

Choose from the list
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (4) Link to other entity

Create a new entity
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (4) Link to other entity

Fill, save, close the window, and 
select the newly created entity 
from the list 

A new window opens
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅField types: (5) Link to files (e.g., images, PDFs, etc.)

click
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅMultiple fields
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

Å5ŜƭŜǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ΨƻǇǘƛƻƴŀƭΩ ŦƛŜƭŘ
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Entity Card Editor (FeXML) 

ÅAddition / Deletion of optional or multiple fields
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Documentation
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Objects and Transfers
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Object

Description of 
the object

Association with 
other system

entities

You can edit 
these fields

Automatically generated 
(view only / not editable)
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Object

Basic information about the object (that can be used to identify the object)
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Object

Detailed description of the object
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Object

References about the object (archival sources, bibliography, etc.)
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Object

Information about the creation of this card (metadata information)
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Object transfer
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Route

ÅAllows the grouping and sorting of multiple Object Transfers 
Åe.g., all transfers of a specific object
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Sources
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Archival Source Book
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Newspaper and 
Periodical/Review Oral History Source
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Passages and Comments
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Source Passage

ÅRepresents an interesting (for the project) source passage
ÅE.g., a paragraph that talks about an object transfer

Link to the source of the passage

Interesting information 
mentioned in the 

passage
(and not documenting 

in the system)

You can write the text or/and upload a 
file of the passage (PDF, Image, etc.)

The actual text of the passage
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Source Passage

ÅRepresents an interesting (for the project) source passage
ÅE.g., a paragraph that talks about an object transfer

Link to related entities 
(documented in the system)

Any comment / text created by the 
researcher 

(e.g., a summary of the passage, 
an important explanation, etc.)
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Source Passage –Example (1/2) 
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Source Passage –Example (2/2) 
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Collection of Source Passages

ÅAllows the organization of multiple source passages
ÅE.g., based on a source, a topic, etc.
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Researcher Comment

Å5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ǊŜǎŜŀǊŎƘ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎ όάƛƴǘŜǊǇǊŜǘŀǘƛƻƴǎέύ ŀōƻǳǘ ŀƴ ƻōƧŜŎǘΣ 
object transfer, route, or historical figure
ÅNot finalized yet!
ÅPlan: visible to only the creator 

Link to Object, 
Object Transfer, 

Route, or 
Historical Figure
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Researcher Comment
ÅExample
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Related Documentation
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Historical Figure

ÅDescription of historical persons
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Collection

ÅDescription of object collections
ÅE.g., a thematic collection in a museum 
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Event

Å5ŜǎŎǊƛǇǘƛƻƴ ƻŦ ŀƴ ŜǾŜƴǘ όǿƘŜƴΣ ǿƘŜǊŜΣ ǿƘŀǘΣ ǿƘƻΣ Χύ
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Location

ÅDescription of a location
ÅA location can be a village, a city, a country, etc., but also a monastery (the location of the 

monastery building), a museum (the location of the museum building), etc. 

ÅImportant: add coordinates!
ÅThis will enable showing the data on a map (e.g., the object transfers)
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Person

ÅDescription of a person (not historical person/figure!)
ÅE.g., persons participating in the project
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Organization

ÅDescription of an organization 
ÅE.g., a museum, a library, an institution, etc. 
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Bibliography
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Presentation
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Digital Object

ÅDocumentation of digital files like images, PDFs, etc.
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Information Text

ÅInformation texts for publication/presentation
Åe.g., at a website
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Thank you
Questions / Comments? 


